
SUBJECT: Near East South Asia IRQ Stating 
Wednesday, 16 August 196? 
Discussion of ths Ho line a Study 


1. Thors was really no diccuasion of ths Holtass 
Study as such i several central related Issues sore 
raised and defeated for almost tvo hours* 

i 

' £!, Stuart Rockwell, the action officer on the 

i IBQ/KE1A effort which parallels th© Holmes Study, re* 

ported that a group centered in EUR and INK (Tom 
Hughes ) thought the Soviet threat was overdrawn and 
the need for set Ion lets urgent than described in the 
Study* 

<1, Harold Saunders (fchite House) observed that 
the policy Initiatives are the sane tired old pro- 
grams with which Congress Is disenchanted. Addition- 
ally, he posed the following questions : 

k . •' 

a. Is the Middle East-North Africa an 
ur*a~of real signif loanee to the United States? 

b. Even if the Soviet threat to tho 
Middle East -North Africa is as described, 

S would Soviet domination of this area really 

j threaten our interests In Europe? 

I o, la It useful to consider policy 

j. . initiatives that obviously are unsupported 

J by Congress and are outside of our available 

! ice sources and capabilities? 

i 

V, Assistant ieeretary Battle held firstly to the 
„ view that the Holmes Study Group properly did not in- 

clude the U.S. domestic political climate and the avail- 
ability of resources In their 8 consideration. At the 
■ same time, he said. It would be unrealistic to proceed 

\ ' very far with the Holmes proposals without obtaining 

| broad policy guidance from the President on the pro- 

) posed strategy, The alternative to the Koines proposal, 

( he thought, was a policy of disengagement and looia- 

! tionima. 


I 


tate Dept., NSC reviews completed 





W, w-; ; 
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over tile the htBtory of the debate 

lit!.* ?«*?£. 2?22f* on Sovl#t intention* and oaoabi- 

N1S 10*»2/6r ® aab 8r *f noted the relevance of 

i*nean tS 5Sin «r*ai» e ? ent ® 8fcimat ® 8 on the r4editer- 
renean,, the Horn of Africa and the Hear Bait. 

ual ■ensure? iT. aa °J<*# tired and ineffect- 

wlth^tSrniertiL tK?ri*S *® t by Stttb * *** Defense 
view hid an4 responsible re- 

veaffinaed the efficacy ofeane of the 

MtK on t, K! (1 n^ r r? ti ‘ Sender! iafei^id 2? 

BllltLy ald i.Slt2?»2 h 2«-2 U f *xiatlng anas aalao and 
IJ:z: w ' a * a policies were in eeriou* trouble t th«t* 

the lBO/WBA* l 0 lace C thia*» ri *>Ii* < ** Settle proposed that 
eerly Meeting. 09 * 1 probloal 0n lt » ®ecnda for an 

Buropein interi2te t iB ,P ?h? l 5-!??? h du<JUB#1 °n of Western 
Baet. Saunder* aSiriLi^L? and th ® Biddle 

in the iirea 5^L lf s °viet activities 

fta! p *S?; fc h * a .J ,!,,an3tr * t eO ramarkablj. llttu'TotiraSu • 

ss^sir is ssss-^.xris.ra'SS’ 

,‘tot tha rola of t£ ST ^TS.ST'Jf'pSRfS 
a2liX? and da f and0r8 of Western Internet* 

ed^bv Weatewi fc K^SS eB,,i ? 11 had lon & b ** n taken for grant- 
ly 1 **»»* the U.S, had hard- 

fi„ P™ i. p * ervice t0 ®°y policy of encouraging the 

b * PUy a greater role iS^arel; 
i2r.fc i KiI t * d 4.J nifcance * * han bh « vnited States Govern- 

a! ho5f a iS°lSS.M^' ; f2 l " !le ' hai “>'>*> •» mtaraet, 
with .A-*?#*!*??® 1 s fcha consultation and cooperation 

on Jt-° P«»laS at h22d. 

Burope aooeara bhat { ^ardlege of the cause, 

rolfin ?S; a SdSi 2S t0 pUy * “lW*a»y-P»lnto«l 
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21 August 196? 




THE REC 


SUBJECT?! Meeting Senior Policy Group 
Monday, 21 August 19©7 


Deputy Under Secretary of State Kohler 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Nitre 
General Wieeler, JCS 
Direotor CIA Helms 


Aooroved. Study will be initiated 1 October 196? 
aod. If possible, completed by the and of December. 
Ambassador Bd Martin will be brought back for several 
month! temporary duty as Director* 


Approved. Study alii be initiated la ten probably 
1 January 1968. Defense will provide Director* It 
agreed this is complex and high priority; no effort 
maAm to establish target date for completion* 

HEAR j’AST^ MONTH AFRICA AND THE HORN Of A FRICA STUDY 

It waa agreed that (a) an effort should be made 
to get the str ategy set forth approved* lb) specific 
policy Initiatives would, in (scat instances, require 
further study — soma at the IRQ level* (c) Senior 
Policy Croup would give general approval to the Study 
sn written and sand to tho SI8 Tor coniiderati^n of ^ 
both substance and procedure bo be followed in getting ' 
Secretary Rusk and Secretary ScNaraara approval and policy 
clearance of the strategy from the President* and (d) 
specific policy initiatives and other measures which 
might be developed in the IEO's cr the SIC would probably 
not go to the President* 

COMMENT; 

■ f - 

a. Deputy Jnder Secretary Kohler reported 
on a~ view in some parte of the State Department 
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that the Soviet threat was overdrawn In the 
Study. Dlecuaeton revealed that none of the 
principals, including Kohler, of the Policy 
Group chared thla view. 

b. There appeared to be a concensus that 
relating bot3i American and Soviet strategic 
goals in the area to a five-year period would 

eliminate some of the disagreements. 

c. Ambassador Holmes reported that the 
aanllTlsed version for release to foreign govern- 
ments (initially the NAT-u countries) would be 
ready by the iteeicend of 26 August 11)67, 

d. Deputy under .ecretary Kohler commended 
Ambassador Holmes and the Study Group j he noted 
the extremely high lev*! of interest in the 
Study that was evident throughout the Department. 

ACTION : 

The Ptudy and related papers would be 
submitted to the on Lor Interdepartmental Group 
fol* consideration at an eerly date. 



25X1 
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